
Inspiring More Canadians to Leave an 
Estate Gift to Charity 

Will Power



Canadian charities are needed now more than ever. Charities are 
first to help the most vulnerable in our communities, in times of 
crisis and beyond.

Yet as demand on charities increases, funding for charities to keep
pace has declined. Imagine Canada’s Chief Economist predicts 
that by 2026, the charitable sector will need $25B to meet a spiking
demand for services.

The good news is that there is a huge opportunity before us. An
untapped source of funds via gifts in Wills, gifts of life insurance, 
and other types of estate gifts.

Where most types of charitable giving shrink during economic
downturn, history shows that estate giving is the one area that
can grow. Encouraging even a small percentage of Canadians to
set aside a portion of their estate for the causes they care about,
could result in billions more for social good.

Currently, very few Canadians leave an estate gift to charity. We
want to change that.

We have an
opportunity to
create more
social good.



Where Are We Now?

Our 2019 research shows that only 5% of
Canadians leave a gift in their Will to charity.

(A number that has not changed much in over 15 years)

THE BIGGEST BARRIERS:

1. 63% of Canadians aren’t 
interested, and immediately reject
gifts in Wills over the belief they
take away from loved one.

2. 31% of Canadians are interested
but don’t act. This is due to indecision
over charities, lack of time, and
general inertia.

5%



In 10 Years, Where Do We Want To Be?
8.5%

By 2030, we’ll inspire 8.5% of Canadians to
leave an estate gift to charity.

$40B
To Charities

Modelled on the Remember a
Charity campaign that successfully
moved the dial forward on legacy

giving in the UK.
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This is the
biggest campaign

in Canada’s history
to make estate 
giving the social

norm.



20% of “not
interested”

changed their
minds

83% of 
“interested”

are more likely
to take action
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• Search charities and review their profiles
• Find a Financial Advisor 
• Find an estate lawyer 
• Take advantage of online will services 

Visit willpower.ca 



The Community Foundation of Mississauga Charitable Giving Series

THANK YOU!

Questions?

Glenn Gumulka
Chief Executive Officer

Ph: 905-897-8880 x 221
E: ggumulka@CFofM.org
W: www.CFofM.org
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